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Pauly 

On Piano: 
Pauly's experience as a pianist has spanned a variety of genres and cities across the U.S. beginning in Chicago in 
the mid 1990's as a blues pianist and rock sideman. In 1998, he moved back to his hometown of New York in order to 
study jazz and latin jazz with some of NYC’s best. While in New York, Pauly also began scoring films, which led him 
to Austin to pursue his Master of Music Degree in Composition at the University of Texas. He has since performed 
with most of the latin bands around Texas, including Tiburon, O Positivo, Ritmo3, The Tortilla Factory and 
Cienfuegos/Mona Loca, winning awards in 2006 (Univision's Premios de Texas Best New Artist) and 2007 (Best 
Salsa/Merengue). He has performed with some of the biggest names in salsa including Tony Vega. 

Carmelo Torres 

On Drums/Timbale: 
Originally from Los Angeles, Carmelo is the son of legendary percussionist Bobby Torres. Born in 1975, Carmelo has 
been composing and playing music since the age of 8. Relocated to Austin, TX in 1997 and has been the most 
sought after latin percussionist ever since. Has toured, performed or recorded with artists such as Jason Mraz, Los 
Lonely Boys, Christian Castro, Grupo Fantasma, Brownout, Los Lobos, Timberos Del Norte, Alejandro Escavedo, 
Vallejo, Del Castillo, The Groovline Horns, Boombox ATX, The Latin Brew, Sauce, Pete Rodriguez, Los Bad Apples, 
Angel Roman, Damian Erskine, La Tribu, Salvador, Brannen Temple, Red Young, Tito Carrillo, Bobby Torres 
Ensemble, Leticia Rodriguez, Karla Harris, Felipe Borrero and many more. Is currently touring with Los Lonley Boys... 

Raul "Ralo" Vallejo  

On Trombone: 
Originally from Harlingen, TX, Raul “Ralo” Vallejo has lived in Austin since 1994. Since attaining his first success in 
Austin with the founding of the Grooveline Horns, and his subsequent appearances with The Scabs and Bob 
Schneider, Ralo has continued to grow into one of the most sought after trombone players/horn arrangers in the 
United States. While maintaining a strong link to Austin over the years, having played with acts such as La Tribu, the 
Ugly Americans and Billy Bob Thornton, Ralo eventually began to play with acts such as The Meters and 
Dumpstaphunk, out of New Orleans, and Blues Traveler. In 2002 the legendary Maynard Ferguson with his Big Bop 
Nouveau jazz band brought Ralo on tour. 2004 saw him arranging and recording La Mafia’s “Para El Pueblo” and 
winning his first Grammy. He then landed a tour with Jason Mraz from 2006 to 2008. This led to Ralo winning his 
second Grammy for arranging and performing on “We Sing. We Dance. We Steal Things.” In 2007 and on her most 



recent tour in 2013, Ralo joined Kelly Clarkson. He currently is working on recording and arranging the horns for her 
newest effort.  

 

George Shalda On Trumpet – Owner of BearDog Studios 

 

On Bass: 
Jai Dillon has been playing music since he was 5 years old. He started on organ and moved to bass and guitar in his 
teens. Jai attended Musicians Institute in Los Angeles in 1992 and 1993 and ended up staying in L.A. for 6 more 
years where he cut his teeth with some of the best musicians and producers in the business. He toured with The 
English Beat and General Public, and recorded with the likes of Marlon McClain, and hit makers like Foster and 
McKilroy (producers of En Vogue) and Stephen Brae (producer Madonna). Most recently Jai played with notable 
artists such as platimun selling artist Tom Cochrane, Grammy nominated Latin artist Christian Castro,and Grammy 
award winning R&B act Mary Mary,and in 2010/2011 toured with multi-Grammy award winning artist Jason Mraz, 
appearing on the musician’s 2010 live EP “Life is Good.” Jai has been living in Austin Texas for the past 8 years and 
has been a fixture in many of Austin's best bands, playing either guitar or bass guitar. 

 

 

On Drums: 
David Sierra was born in Austin, Texas on October 3, 1987. At the age of 12, he began playing at local clubs such as 
"The Back Room," "La Zona Rosa," and "Antones" gaining invaluable experience in the ever growing music scene of 
Austin. David enrolled in the band program once he began middle school where he learned to read music. Mike 
LaCour, his band instructor, was instrumental in introducing David to Jazz music and Classical percussion. With 
many hours of focused practice and the diligence of a perfectionist, David went on to win many awards in both the 
Classical and Jazz arenas. In high school he was a member of the All-State Symphony Orchestra his Junior year and 
also a member of the All-State Jazz band his Senior year. After graduating from high school, David began studying 
Jazz music at the University of Texas at Austin under the direction of Jeff Hellmer, John Fremgen, John Mills, and 
Brannen Temple. David graduated in 2010 and received the honorary Eleanor Alexander Stribling Award for 
Excellence in Jazz Studies. Currently, David lives in Austin and tours the nation with the Bodeans. He works with 
multiple bands while also composing his own music with "The Sound of Substance" and works as a session 
drummer. He deems himself to be versatile as he covers a wide variety of genres. He has played with many 

http://www.reverbnation.com/davidsierradrums


accomplished musicians such as Ron Westray, Jon Blondell, Rick Trevino, Dave Stryker, Helen Sung, Neal Caine, 
Red Young, Carmen Bradford, Chris Thomas, Mitch Watkins, Justin Vasquez, Ephraim Owens, Dr. James Polk, and 
many more.  
 
 

 
 
On Violin: 
Anthony Chen began his violin studies at the age of six. At the age of eight, he played on his first recital at the 
Chamizal National Memorial in El Paso, Texas. At the age of nine, Anthony was invited to be a member of the El 
Paso Civic Orchestra. He was selected to the TMEA All State orchestra two years while in high school and was 
awarded a scholarship to Texas Tech University. Professor Gilbert selected Anthony to perform Prokofiev's solo 
sonata for violin in conjunction with several other members of his studio at TMEA. In 2004, Mr. Chen graduated Cum 
Laude from Texas Tech University and was admitted into the graduate program at The University of Texas at Austin. 
He completed his Master's degree studying under Vincent Frittelli in December 2007. An avid performer Mr. Chen 
has played in many symphony orchestras across Texas and surrounding areas.His orchestral experience includes 
the El Paso and San Antonio Symphony orchestras, and the Austin Lyric Opera, where he holds a position in the first 
violin section. He is also currently on the faculty of the Armstrong Community Music School and the Austin Chamber 
Music Center. 
 

 

On Cello: 

Anna Park began studying the cello at the age of 11 in Atlanta, Georgia. She received her Bachelor of Music degree 

from the Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University where she studied with Alan Stepansky. Following her 

education at Peabody, Anna completed her Master of Music degree from Northwestern University with Hans Jørgen 

Jensen. Some of her other influential teachers and coaches include Martha Gerschefski, Carole Neuen-Rabinowitz, 

Dr. Sylvia Wang, Gerardo Ribeiro and the members of the Peabody Trio. In addition, Anna has had the pleasure of 

performing in master classes for Yo-Yo Ma, Norman Fischer, Amanda Forsyth, Scott Kluksdahl, and Matt Haimowitz. 

An active performer, Anna has performed with numerous ensembles including the Houston Symphony, the Trans-

Siberian Orchestra, and the Civic Orchestra of Chicago. She is currently a member of the Austin Symphony, the 

principal cellist of the Victoria (TX) Symphony, and the assistant principal of the Round Rock Symphony. Anna is also 

a dedicated teacher and has served on the faculties of Wood Bridge Music Company in Maryland, Solo Classic Inc. in 

Illinois and Armstrong Community Music School in Texas. When she is away from the cello, Anna enjoys spending 

time with her cellist husband, Frank, Ansel the cat, and Piper the chihuahua. 


